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1.
CD 1.5, April 1999, with changes in the combined change proposal #2.

PROPOSED REVISION:
This proposal makes BYTE-LENGTH a reserved word.

JUSTIFICATION:

In meeting 220 when we passed 99-0263, LENGTH in constant entry, none of us realized that by adding BYTE-LENGTH to the constant entry we were making it a reserved word.  Mainly because one of the items in the stack is arithmetic-expression-1, which could start with BYTE-LENGTH if it was not reserved.  There are a number of solutions to this problem.

1) Put some special word in front of it.  This does not seem like a good idea to me.  However, perhaps changing LENGTH to be "LENGTH [BYTE]".  Then you would have to require that "OF" be required.

2) Use some other word that is already reserved.  None come to mind.

3) Require that the first token in arithmetic-expression-1 be other than BYTE-LENGTH.

4) Require parentheses or put some currently-reserved word in front of arithmetic-expression-1.
5) Make BYTE-LENGTH a reserved word.

I chose to do the latter.  However, if there is enough sentiment for some other solution I am willing to change the proposal to do that.

COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

Page 69, 8.3.1.1, COBOL words, in all of the lists of words change "INTEGER" to "BYTE-LENGTH" (6 occurrences).

[This assumes the direction in 99-0296 to delete INTEGER.]
Page 76, 8.3.1.1.5, Intrinsic-function names, change "INTEGER" to "BYTE-LENGTH".

[This assumes the direction in 99-0296 to delete INTEGER.]
Page 138, Reserved words, add "BYTE-LENGTH".
Page 796, Substantive changes potentially affecting existing programs, item 6, Reserved words, add "BYTE-LENGTH".
INDEX:
No changes.

RESOLVED ISSUES:
None.

OPEN ISSUES:
None.

